
Amendments to FA-2015-008 WORKPLAN 2016 
 

1. Amendment submitted by CEMR and EBD1: 
 
Replace the complete subhead 4.1. EMI Political Committee on More Democracy, Citizens’ Rights and 
Freedom with the below section:  
 
4.1 EMI Political Committee on More Democracy, Citizens’ Rights and Freedom 
 
European integration needs to reconnect with Europe's citizens, representative associations and 
organised civil society at all levels of politics. 
 
With this in mind the "Political Committee on More Democracy, Citizens’ Rights and Freedom" (PC 1) 
will promote EMI's key roles:  
 
 to gather initiatives and concepts, representing the hub at the centre of a network of pro-

European parties, representative associations and civil society organisations as well as national 
networks across the continent;  

 to grow as a lobbying actor,  situating  itself as the frontrunner of the pro-European 
organisations,  including in relation with and between the European institutions;  

 to strengthen its political voice, by playing a relevant role in providing the conceptual 
framework for the actions of the European actors, in order to focus their actions  on the clear 
objectives of deepening the political integration and building a stable and democratic unity. 

  

The EMI PC 1 will advocate for improving the EU democratic governance following the partnership 

principle and including all levels of government. It will also promote European values and European 

unity. In addition, the EMI will fight against all forms of discrimination, nationalism and euroscepticism. 

 

The PC will foster democracy Europe wide. Together with the PC “Europe in the World” it will deal 

with the European dimension of democracy and civil rights in accession countries and other Council 

of Europe countries and Belarus. 

 

Promoting civil society organisations and civil dialogue at all levels: 

Through PC 1 the EMI will base its work on lobbying for the "roadmap for the implementation of 

Articles 11(1) and 11(2) of the Treaty on European Union", including a possible relaunch of the 

promotion and implementation of participatory democracy, involvement of representative 

associations and civil society organisations. It will also focus on the renewal of citizens’ initiatives in 

policy making processes, such as those EU programmes aiming to build active European citizenship, in 

particular the Europe for Citizens Programme 2014-2020. 

 

Fostering citizenship at the EU level: 

In addition, the PC will work on the design of an ambitious policy agenda on citizenship for the 

EU, which will go beyond existing programmes and initiatives, with the objective of enhancing a truly 

European citizenship in all its dimensions (legal, political, administrative, electoral, etc.). 

 

                                                           
1 Upon request of the members of the Political Committee on More Democracy, Citizens’ Rights and 
Freedom, following their discussion of the workplan. 

http://europeanmovement.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Roadmap-for-the-implementation-of-Articles-111-and-112-of-the-Treaty-on-European-Union.pdf
http://europeanmovement.eu/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Roadmap-for-the-implementation-of-Articles-111-and-112-of-the-Treaty-on-European-Union.pdf


Improving democratic governance and legitimacy in the EU: 

The EMI will continue to coordinate the Europe+ Civil Society alliance, which strives for the Renewal 

of European Democracy, and comprises more than 40 European organisations. The EMI will keep on 

mobilising Europe+ members to strengthen the European debate and “civil dialogue” with EU 

institutions and to work towards a constructive regeneration of the European project. The EMI will use 

this channel to develop adequate multi-level instruments to communicate the aims and actions of 

Europe+. The scope of the initiative includes: the enforcement and implementation of existing Treaty 

provisions and/or introducing changes to the Treaty through a Convention where necessary; working 

together for positive democratic change in the EU through the active and better involvement of 

citizens. 

Defending the “four freedoms” and promoting fundamental rights, including pluralism, and freedom 

of media and expression: 

The PC will endeavour to consolidate the Freedom of Movement while addressing the need for a 

common European migration and asylum policy, protecting fundamental rights and the fight against 

discrimination, achieving proper and reliable data protection, as well as the freedom of assembly and 

association. In that framework, the PC will elaborate on how to foster political and legal instruments 

in order to safeguard the rule of law in the European Union. 

  

Promoting debate and the consolidation of a European public sphere: 

Additionally the PC will deal with strategies on how to strengthen the European public sphere through 

the Europeanisation of national public broadcasting systems and an Internet without national borders. 

  

Promoting transparency of decision-making procedures and lobbying activities at all levels: 

The PC will continue to develop a position on informal trilogues which are used more and more to 

substitute the EU’s normal legislative procedure, making it less accessible for representative 

associations and civil society organisations to participate in the process. Consequently, more 

transparency is needed, with negotiators and positions being made available to the public at all stages 

in the legislative process. Lastly, the extensive usage of delegated acts will also be reviewed. 

 

Internal tasks: 

Together with the Functional (Board) Working Group "Profiling the organisation: public affairs", the PC 

will also work on the strengthening the EMI's role in the European decision-making processes.  This 

includes a more structured lobbying strategy (both in terms of content and form) towards the 

European institutions on legislative matters (reports, opinions, consultations, etc) of concern. 

 

The PC will offer members of Europe+ which are not (yet) members of EMI an observer status. EMI will 

furthermore apprehend its role within "Civil Society Europe - European Coordination of Civil Society 

Organisations", in order to link, connect and utilise possible synergies as well as new 

communication means. 

 

 

 



2. Amendment submitted by EBD: 
 
Insert between subhead 5.2.1 and 5.2.2 the below section, changing the original ‘5.2.2’ in ‘5.2.3’:  

5.2.2. Europe at School  

While in the past 30 countries have been taking part in that pan-European project, today only 
Croatia, Greece, Latvia, Czech Republic and Germany are still actively involved. Unfortunately, after 
the EU funding was suspended in 2005, most countries were forced to end their participation in the 
competition. In a new attempt, EMI seeks to re-establish this educational initiative as a valuable 
measure to raise awareness about Europe among the younger generations. One of the oldest 
competitions for pupils in Europe is run by EM Germany where for over 60 years, hundreds of 
thousands pupils have been working on European history, culture, values and policies. 

 


