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Main Points in English 

 

 

Think, act and govern in a European way! 
 

The European Union is still evolving – and constantly put to the test. Living conditions in Lapland 

and Andalusia are still not equal and EU-Member states still try to obtain political advantages and 

benefits for their national constituents. Confidence and political will are needed to continue on the 

current course and to avoid a standstill, turnaround or complete departure from it. To together 

continue on the European path is worth every effort – there is no better alternative.  

 

Thinking, acting and governing in a European way: We, the European Movement Germany are con-

vinced since 1949 that this formula of success is the right one for a united, pluralistic and strong 

Europe. With our political demands, annually updated since 2013, we constitute the fundamental 

consensus of German civil society on European politics. As a platform for political dialogue, we 

connect the individual interests of our member organisations to a common interest in the devel-

opment and strengthening of the European integration. 

Safeguard European values! 

EM Germany demands a stronger engagement by the European Union and its institutions, as well 

as domestic and civic actors, for the protection of European values in the Member States:  Only 

practiced values are strong values! If violated, the German federal government must enhance it 

Public Diplomacy strategy and mobilize its extensive decentralized network of contacts in order to 

ensure compliance with these values. Furthermore, the EU Institutions should apply the mecha-

nisms of a constitutional state in the sense of a real constitutional union. The government must 

support civic initiatives for a liberal and pluralistic democracy.  

 

EM Germany demands: EU institutions should insist on starting negotiations with accession candi-

dates with chapters that include the rule of law and democracy (especially chapter 23 and 24). 

Reform the EU – with pro-European civic forces! 

Real reform of the EU can only be successful, if all liberal-democratic forces have the ability to 

weigh in. A future European Convent for treaty change therefore has to include, along with repre-
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sentatives of governments, parliamentarians, and the EU-Commission, a wider public as well. 

Democratic representation also has to be valid for reform of the EU electoral law: We call upon the 

German government to publicly commit to a European election campaign with officially nominated 

EU-wide candidates for the position of Commission President. 

 

EM Germany demands that the European Citizen’s Initiative be further developed, especially with 

regards to population-wide participation or its extension to other European treaties. EM Germany 

supports the “Roadmap for the implementation of Articles 11(1) and 11(2) of the Treaty on Europe-

an Union”, co-initiated by the European Economic and Social Committee, and co-developed by Eu-

ropean Movement International.  Structures and instruments for youth participation in political 

decision-making have to be supported. 

Educate Europe, strengthen a European 
consciousness!  

EM Germany demands a strengthening of education and knowledge about Europe and the Europe-

an Union on all levels and for European citizens of all ages. A better understanding of Europe 

should improve the ability of citizens to participate politically. This is how confidence in the Europe-

an institutions and between citizens is established. 

Open Borders in a United Europe! 

EM Germany demands that decision-makers actively campaign for the absolute re-installation of 

the freedom to travel in the border-free Schengen area as soon as possible. In order to minimize 

the risk open borders pose for internal security, the elimination of border controls has to be com-

bined with more cooperation between security agencies and a better protection of the external EU-

borders, while respecting human rights. 

Act together: A common EU refugee, asylum and 
migration policy! 

EM Germany demands a fundamental reform of the EU-asylum- and refugee-policy. We need a fair 

distribution of migrants and common standards in all member states. The present proposals of the 

European Commission are a good starting point – we demand a quick negotiation.  

 

EM Germany demands that the European Union, together with the Member States, address the 

root causes of migration by focusing on global developmental work, a successful neighbourhood 

policy and a fair trade and agriculture policy. The EU has to support more strongly those countries 

that are endeavouring democratic reforms and a sustainable development. 
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European Public Diplomacy: Establish cross-
border dialogue! 

EM Germany demands that the federal government of Germany has to involve civil society– also in 

the economic and cultural spheres – when developing foreign politics. German diplomacy should 

move away from only practicing “classical” state foreign politics, and instead support structured 

European dialogue by making use of “European Public Diplomacy”. In doing so and via deepened 

“Cultural & Civil Diplomacy”, the links between the civil society actors from all the Member States 

will be strengthened. In this way a pluralistic community as well as cultural exchange will be pro-

moted.  

Promote global and transparent 
competitiveness! 

 EM Germany demands stronger economic growth within the framework of social responsibility 

through more responsible government budgets, intelligent investments in education, research and 

infrastructure and structural reforms in the whole Union to create new employment opportunities 

– especially for young people. Safeguarding European achievements (civic liberties, intergovern-

mental solidarity and social standards) should be the guideline of all policy-decisions, including in 

trade policies.  

 

EM Germany demands the greatest possible transparency in negotiations of International trade 

and investment partnerships (for example with the United States of America) and stronger demo-

cratic participation. Despite dialogues with citizens, civic consulting committees and the publication 

of some documents, transparency remains the watchword. The proposals and concepts coming out 

of  organized civil society have to be respected in the European negotiation positions. 

Prepare EU Politics for sustainability goals and 
the climate change agreement! 

EM Germany demands that the EU institutions should evaluate all their policies for sustainability 

and climate protection so that they respect the agreements of the “2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development” including the global goals for sustainability and the Paris climate change agreement. 

Good EU Legislation needs transparency and 
rigour! 

EM Germany demands that the European Parliament has to live up to its mandate and use those 

negotiation margins guaranteed to it by the co. The other institutions being involved in the trilogue, 

should only apply the shortened procedure – which has become very regularly – only in much 

urged cases. Comprehensive transparency before, during and after a trilogue session has to be 

guaranteed, for example via an associated documentation and a compulsory impact assessment. 



 

 

Political Agenda 2016/17 

Draft for EM Germany's General Assembly 

  

EM Germany demands that the European legislative process not be put under general suspicion. In 

the simplification of European law, careful consideration needs to be given to the extent it corre-

sponds to the intention of the European citizens and progress. Standards in the social and envi-

ronmental sectors, which both guarantee equal opportunities for enterprises in the internal market 

and are regarded as achievements by EU citizens, should not be questioned by the “Better Regula-

tion” agenda. The Commission’s program, thus, has to be supplemented with impact assessments 

and quality assurance measures.  

Defend Europe together! 

EM Germany demands that, in light of increasing foreign and domestic security threats, steps to-

wards a common European defence policy need to be taken. This will also allow for a more cohe-

sive European foreign and security policy.  

 

EM Germany demands that Europe urgently needs to outline concrete steps towards a euroepan 

Defence Union. In the long term, a European military force which operates under parliamentary 

control should be created. Facing asymmetric threats such as online propaganda and cyber attacks, 

as well as international terrorism, all 28 EU Member states should practice a reciprocal exchange of 

data, deepen the cooperation between their respective security agencies and better utilize already 

existing institutions such as Europol. 

Remain Trailblazer: Equality on all levels! 

EM Germany demands that the EU continue to clearly champion equality as one of the basic values 

of the EU, and to emphasize this goal in all of its policies. Moreover, the EU should examine how 

well its policies comply with human rights. The EU has to work on the actual implementation of the 

gender equality measures and policies  in all of the Member States. The strategy “Europe 2020” 

needs to be linked to the question of equality. Furthermore, a new EU-wide equality strategy has to 

tackle the better reconciliation of the often conflicting demands of family and career. 

 

EM Germany demands that the Federal Republic of Germany ratify the Istanbul Convention and 

thereby act as a role model for other EU Member States. The ratification should send a strong sig-

nal against violence on women and girls.  

Improve European communication, prevent 
nationalist reflexes! 

EM Germany demands that German federal government oppose anti-European voices with con-

vincing arguments for the European integration project and by strengthening Europe-centric me-

dia. These arguments should draw from societal forces and be anchored in society. 

 

We also demand that the structured dialogue be more visible through increased public diplomacy 

work. Moreover the EU Commission could promote greater transparency through its own actions 

and by publicizing the structured dialogues.  


