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Migration can be described with facts and
numbers, but migration may also be
described as a life story, as a trip towards the
potential improvement of one’s livelihood,
social status and societal context. This book
allows each of us to get our own and private
perception of what migration means, since
there is always something different one can
read out of the diverse stories and the
author’s deep thoughts. I personally came to
the conclusion that there is almost no
objectivity in migration, since each person
with his experience perceives the process in
his own, private way. It is therefore important
to know what subjectivity is in order to
understand the impact that migration has on
the psychology of the subject. And exactly
this is also the aim of this book, which
approaches the topic of migration from
Ukraine to the European Union through short
narratives which provide insights into
Ukrainians’ life and subjectivity.
The goal of this interesting book is to
examine
how
migration
in
Ukraine
developed, so to understand the reasons
behind massive emigration flows during the
last centuries. The author wants to
demonstrate the relevance of migration for
both EU-Ukrainian relations and for Ukraine
itself, since it equally affects the structure
and the development of its society. A special
attention has been also given to aspirations
and imaginations, because these provide a
better answer to the question of why people

leave than the sole examination of ‘push’ and
‘pull’ factors.
The imaginations and perceptions that
Ukrainians have of the EU are crucial in the
decision-making process (i.e. to leave or to
stay), where rationality and emotions
interweave. Imaginations get even stronger
through the discourses of returnees and the
media coverage, whose integrity and
credibility people sometimes have little faith
in. The images that Ukrainians get from the
EU are positive, but in some sense still
realistic: notion of beauty, morality, and the
possibility of living a secure and calm life are
the main drivers. “EU is just better”, do some
Ukrainians say. People who flow do not have
luxury in mind, but they want to avoid a
predatory state and search for stability and
socio-economic security. For many these
characteristics are embodied by Germany.
Besides an aesthetic attraction for the EU and
socio-economic drivers, the book is also able
to highlight some more political and
psychological structural determinants for
migration. Corruption is certainly one of
them. “Corruption is everywhere; it is […]
allover
Ukraine”,
and
has
become
internalized and naturalized as a social norm,
as well as an integral part of Ukrainians’ life.
Also the lack of perspectives and of the rule
of law, together with high dissatisfaction and
a politics of helplessness, drive Ukrainians in
search of fortune abroad.
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However, leaving behind family and children
is never an easy choice, and the risk of
shameful return and disintegration is a
problem which many returnees may have to
face once they come back. It is not just work
(rabota) that people search in the EU, but the
social status that for Ukrainians only work
can give.
But what is Ukraine and what does this book
analyze? Ukraine is not only a country which
has always been “couched between two big
global players”, i.e. Russia and Europe, but it
is also a state with a specific historical,
political and social background, which is
neither Russian nor European, but solely
Ukrainian. Such background has been
attentively analyzed by the author: insights in
Ukrainian religion, culture, demographic
characteristics, educational system, political
developments, and relations with its
neighbors serve as a ground to analyze how
migration patterns developed and changed
since its independence in 1918. Nevertheless,
what pops up besides the changes, is the fact
that Ukraine has been always characterized
by discontinuity and domination of foreign
rulers. These contributed to transform
migration into a complex construct, whose
turning point was the abolition of the iron
curtain. Back then, migration shifted from
being solely internal into international
overnight. This socio-historical and political
context becomes the background for
understanding a Ukraine on the move, where
old and new patterns of migration interlace
on one hand and split on the other. Today’s
Ukraine is threefold: it is a transit country, a
country of immigration and emigration.
Even though we are interested in Ukraine
today, the fact that the author goes backward
to the historic idea of migration during the
Soviet Union is of great help for the reader,
especially because it allows to draw many
subtle parallels with our current situation.
During the Soviet Union migration was
depicted as a ‘positive’ process, which fall

under the regime’s framework of creating
Soviet people, and was meant to reallocate
labor forces and technical progress within the
soviet territories. During Soviet times
migration had a certain systematic, since it
served the Soviet society and was part of a
broader population policy, or “managed
mixing” of ethnic groups. The strategy used
was pretty similar to the one we happen to
see today (my emphasis): administrative
policies and ethnic propaganda were used to
regulate migration flows in order to prevent
irregular migration. The media inhibited a
realistic coverage of the flows and it
broadcasted the image of an “invasions of
migrants”. Only the negative aspects of
migration were brought to light and
xenophobia raised quickly. However, as it
may also be true for the EU, that is not an
overall racist attitude, but rather a subtle
narrative of supremacy. The goal was
homogeneity,
elimination
of
regional
differences, development of the social
structure and reduction of discrepancies.
All these elements and perspectives find their
place within the pages of this book, which
both informs and surprises the reader with
unexpected point of views, statements and
deep thoughts. Should you be the person
who is looking for some inspiration or
unanswered questions, this book is definitely
worth reading.
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