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1. Safeguard European values! 
In light of serious violations of the 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights in 
some member states, the German 
government should use contacts to 
organised social forces and support 
them. New and more effective sanc-
tions mechanisms against violations 
must go beyond the already applied 
legal mechanisms, for example as an 
instrument in the next Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF). Through 
a ‘systemic infringement claim’ the EU 
should gain better measures against 
violations. In the future, directly af-
fected persons should also be able to 
sue. During accession negotiations, 
the EU should already advocate re-
spect for European values and human 
rights.  

2. Improve communication on Eu-
ropean matters, fight populism! In 
light of manipulation on social media, 
the German government and EU in-
stitutions must react more resolutely 
to disinformation. The EU should 
publish relevant documents in all of-
ficial languages to promote a better 

understanding of its policies. Member 
states’ public service media should 
cooperate in a network.

3. Strengthen European aware-
ness, educate Europe! As a result of 
growing populism, Europe needs an 
ambitious EU youth strategy, but also 
better cultural and digital education 
for all age groups. This requires more 
money for Erasmus+ for all genera-
tions. Qualifications must be made 
comparable and Europe must be em-
bedded in every school curriculum. 
Access to education opportunities for 
smaller project initiators, older peo-
ple and refugees is also important.

4. Democratise the EU, strengthen 
participation! The EU should be 
further democratised on the basis 
of “The Rome declaration” and the 
“White paper on the Future of Eu-
rope”. EU citizens can only identify 
with a transparent European de-

mocracy. Transparency should be 
achieved through dialogue between 
the EU institutions, member states, 
associations and citizens, as well as 
new integration projects by the Ger-
man government. The “Roadmap for 
the implementation of Article 11 of 
the Treaty on European Union” (civil 
society dialogue) should be further 
pursued, and municipal and commu-
nity partnerships expanded. There 
should be cooperation at federal and 
state level with education organi-
sations. The German government 
should establish EU top candidates 
for Commission President and further 
develop the European Citizens’ Initia-
tive (ECI). Young people should have 
the possibility to be more involved 
through an EU right to vote from age 
16. A convention should provide dem-
ocratic legitimacy, through a mean-
ingful transfer of competencies to EU 
level and treaty reforms. 
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5. Good EU legislation needs 
transparency and rigour! Nego-
tiations behind closed doors should 
become an exception in the European 
Parliament. The precipitated trilogue 
process with the Council and Com-
mission, which shortens up to 80% 
of legislative processes, should only 
continue to be applied in particularly 
urgent cases. If the European Parlia-
ment returns to passing laws in three 
readings, smaller interest groups will 
also gain more possibilities for partici-
pation. 

6. Continue pioneering: equality 
on all levels! The EU must, based on 
its jurisdiction, further promote equal 
opportunities for men and women 
and ensure that human rights are 
respected. Equality must extend be-
yond equal pay. Germany must ratify 
without reservation the 2014 Istanbul 
Convention on combating violence 
against women.

7. Raise social standards through 
innovation and competition! Due 
to the wide prosperity gap in the 
EU, European politics must concern 
itself with growth and employment.  
Social rights, which the Commission 
is currently discussing in a public 
consultation, are just as important 
as competitiveness. To combat youth 
unemployment, investments must 
be made in education, research and 
social infrastructure. Minimum social 
standards should make it possible 
throughout the EU to secure one’s  
existence.

8. For a single market of the fu-
ture! The European single market 
in its capacity as a global trading 
power should shape globalisation in 

a manner that is fair, on the basis of 
European values such as social, envi-
ronmental and consumer standards. 
Interest groups should be able to 
participate in negotiations on trade 
agreements. 

9. Prepare EU politics for sus-
tainability goals and the climate 
treaty! The Paris Climate Agreement 
and the 2030 Sustainable Develop-
ment Agenda should become a model 
for EU policy and be legally binding in 
a multi-stage process.  

10. Appropriately sized solutions: 
align EU budget with priorities! 
The EU budget must be negotiated 
transparently and with the involve-
ment of social forces. In particular, it 
must be aligned in the Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) with 
the political priorities of the Union, 
checked with regard to the priorities 
of existing tasks and decisions, and 
from 2021 expanded to over 1% of the 
Gross Domestic Product of the EU. 
From 2021, national rebates must be 
eliminated in the MFF.

11. Open borders in a united Eu-
rope! Schengen is an achievement 
of EU integration and must not be 
undermined in favour of domestic 
security. The Schengen area should 
be expanded to include all member 
states.  In exchange, there must be 
closer cooperation in the security  
sector. The external borders of the  
EU should be better secured.

12. Act together on EU refugee, 
asylum and migration policy! A 
reform of asylum and refugee policy 
should guarantee a fair and propor-
tional distribution. This requires a 

common asylum authority, a reliable 
entry and exit system and access to 
the EU labour market. Moreover, the 
EU and the member states must com-
bat the causes of flight, for example 
through development cooperation 
and fair trade and agricultural policies 
with countries of origin.

13. Defend Europe together! In 
light of imminent foreign and secu-
rity policy threats, such as isolated 
demands for more autonomy, the EU 
needs a Common Security and De-
fence Policy (CSDP) as well as more 
cooperation than there has previously 
been in the field of armaments. Sev-
eral steps should eventually lead to 
a ‘European Security and Defence 
Union’, including an expansion of 
existing cooperation agreements, 
a ministers of defence committee 
and a European Parliament defence 
committee. In the long term, consid-
eration should be given to a European 
Army with the involvement of the 
European parliament. In the case of 
cyber attacks, the institutions should 
exchange security information.

14. For a modern German Euro-
pean politics! The coexistence of 
classic diplomacy and policy driven by 
domestic political interests damages 
the European political capacity to 
act.  Processes such as the informal 
trilogue prevent critical public influ-
ence. Instead, a new “European Public 
Diplomacy” is required: the German 
diplomatic missions should support 
social organisations operating on a 
European level and introduce their 
positions in the European political  
discourse.


